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Essentially, that’s what discipleship is all 

about; connection. It’s about relationship.  

It’s all about the intermingling our lives with 

others, and ultimately, with Christ.  That same 

invitation is extended to us today; Come and 

follow Him, take the next step in the journey 

of faith, and grow in Christ together.

That’s what the next five weeks is all about.  

It’s taking the next step, and discovering 

who we are as followers of Christ, together.  

You will notice that this magazine is a little 

different than past publications, and that’s 

intentional. In the following pages, and inline 

with our “I am                 .” teaching series, 

we will learn what being a disciple of Christ 

means here at Bethesda and we will see what 

that looks like in the lives of people that 

belong here, as they share their story.

We invite you to journey with us over the 

next several weeks by either joining a small 

group, or perhaps by getting together with 

some friends, and hosting a group. Being 

a H.O.S.T. does not mean you have all the 

answers; it simply means you’re willing to 

gather and invite others into the conversation. 

If you would like to know more, please contact 

myself or Ralph Cann and we will certainly 

give you any help you may need.

Pastor Robert Lodge has served 
as Connections Pastor at Bethesda 
Pentecostal Church for the past 3 
years. 

When Jesus called his disciples to “Come and follow Me,” He was inviting them to take the next step in their 
faith.  He was calling them to connect with Him and with each other.  

GROWTH TRACK
In October, we will be launching a brand-new, video-based Growth Track discipleship initiative. The 

purpose of this Growth Track is to help you take your next step at Bethesda and grow as a follower 

of Christ.  There are three sessions that will be offered on three consecutive Sunday’s during the 

preaching time in the 11:15am service. These are:

STEP 1/CHURCH STEP 2/CONNECT STEP 3/COMMUNITY
This session explores who we are as a 

church by highlighting our pastoral staff, 

history, mission, vision, values, and beliefs. 

It will be offered on the 2nd Sunday of 

every month.

This session explores how to connect 

deeper and walks through our Discipleship 

Path, followed by how to become a member 

of our church.  It will be offered on the 3rd 

Sunday of every month.

This session explores how to best find 

community here at Bethesda and highlights 

key areas such as small groups, serving, 

and various ministries. It will be offered on 

the 4th Sunday of every month.







A facilitator will be present for each session and will lead Q & A times.  For more info, or to 
register (as seating is limited), please email Valerie Parrott at vfparrott@gmail.com.
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STORY OF SALVATION
Gina Sweetapple 

Hey Gina, glad to have you sharing your story with us today.  
Just take a moment and introduce yourself and your family to 
us, and maybe where you are from originally. 
Hey, thanks so much for reading my story. My name is Gina Sweetapple. 

I have been married to my amazing husband, Leon, for 13 years and we 

have two beautiful little girls, Isabella, who is 10 and Shelby Grace, who 

is 5.  I was born in Cambridge, England. My father was in the Royal Air 

Force and my mum is from Labrador. At the age of 11, we left England 

and settled in Goose Bay, Labrador. 

How long has Bethesda been your home church and how did you 
get connected (i.e. Were you invited? Found us on the Internet, 
etc).  
We have been attending Bethesda for about a year now. My husband 

was familiar with Bethesda and suggested we attend. Its been the 

best decision and we are both so happy in this church. The first day 

I attended, I remember pulling into the driveway and someone was 

holding a sign that said “you belong here”. I have never felt so welcomed. 

By the time I left that service, I knew I was home. 

Did you grow up going to church? Did faith play a role in your 
life early on, teenage years, etc? 
I did. I was very active in my church growing up. My mum took us every 

Sunday. My father had some issues attending church when I was young. 

He was set against it. I remember arguments between him and my mum 

about him not wanting to go. He broke one day and went. After that, he 

never left and went on to become a Reverend. I remember his journey 

very well. My father and I were very close and the further he became 

involved in church, I did as well. We both served at the altar, him as a 

lay reader, then a deacon and later a minister, and me as a server, or 

an altar girl. I loved to serve when he led the service. We joined the 

church choir together and often competed with each other at who could 

sing Amazing Grace better! Neither of us won, because we would start 

laughing at each other. 

This past spring, you had an opportunity to be a part of the 
Alpha course that was offered here at Bethesda.  Why did you 
want to attend Alpha?
My father passed in 2010. Despite numerous prayers for healing he lost 

his battle with Cancer. My faith was shaken. I had lost my best friend. 

I had lost my way and God was drifting further away. A close friend 

of mine, my spiritual councillor I’ll call her, suggested I try the Alpha 

course. She knew of my struggles with faith and the pain of losing my 

father. She told me I would find it so rewarding. I was skeptical. A course 

was offered in the fall, but I wasn’t ready. I had too many excuses not 

to do it. I was quick to talk myself out of it. I injured myself in October 

and then ran out of excuses. When the course was offered again in 

February, I thought “just try it.”

Were you a believer before taking Alpha? How did Alpha impact 
you? What has changed in your life during and since? 
I always “believed” in God. I just didn’t have a relationship with him. 

He was like that long lost uncle. You know he’s there, you just don’t 

know him.  Alpha taught me the difference between believing in and 

knowing God. It taught me that I am not the first to feel this way. 

I was nervous when I first started Alpha. The church I grew up in was 

a lot different than Bethesda and I didn’t know what to expect. My 
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PASSAGE: John 3:16, Luke: 15:11-32

QUICK REVIEW
This Sunday, Pastor Bruce helped us discover that our identity is found 

in the power and resurrection of the cross; that at the epicentre of the 

Christian faith is the kind of forgiveness that removes all our shame. 

This forgiveness was exemplified through the sacrifice God made by 

offering Jesus as a remedy to our sin.

PRAYER 

Open your group with prayer. You can ask if someone in your group 

would like to pray this week.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
1. Have a discussion about your first experience either receiving 

forgiveness or offering forgiveness; maybe as a child or new in 

your faith. How did it feel?  

2. Our identity is found in Jesus who forgave our sins.  How is your 

identity lived out knowing this truth? 

LET’S GO DEEPER
1. What is one takeaway from this week’s message? Which point in 

the message stood out to you? Why?

2. Regardless of how the Prodigal son treated his father, the father 

loved him unconditionally…what do you struggle with the most 

when you hear that God forgives unconditionally?

3. “For God so loved the world that he gave.” His gift was given before 

you knew him, or received his forgiveness.  What does that mean 

to you?

4. Could God’s forgiveness be one of the greatest testimonies you live 

out?  Why? If you are comfortable, tell a story of your journey of 

forgiving someone or being the recipient of forgiveness.

OUR CONNECTION STORY: Gina Sweetapple
In our magazine, we read the story of Gina’s journey back to experiencing 

God through our Alpha course.  When describing her journey back to 

God she says, “Alpha taught me the difference between believing in 

and knowing God.”  While in community with others, she discovered 

that she was loved and not alone.  Her story is a perfect example of 

discovering God’s forgiveness and love lived out with real people with 

real lives. A small group gives us the opportunity to journey with others 

as we live out God’s love and grace in an imperfect world.  What do you 

love most about your small group? 

TAKE IT HOME
1. Are you able to confidently say that you are truly forgiven and living 

in that forgiveness? Why?

2. How has your experience of God’s forgiveness helped you to forgive 

others? 

FOR FURTHER STUDY
Read (Scripture): Romans 4: 6-8, Psalms 32:5, Psalms 130:4, Matthew 

6: 12-15, Matthew 26:28, 1 John 2:12, Colossians 3:13, 1John 1:9.

Read (Books): Crazy Love (Chan), The Prodigal God (Keller), The Art 

if Listening Prayer (Barnes), The Return of the Prodigal (Nouwen), The 

wounded Healer (Nouwen).

Sermon Discussion Guide - September 15th, 2019

I am
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran 
to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed 
him.”  - Luke 15:20 (NIV)

FORGIVEN.

intentions at first were to just sit back and listen, hear the other stories 

and try to relate to those. That first night the thought came to me “if you 

don’t participate, you won’t get anything out of it”.  I wanted to mend 

my relationship with God, find my way back to him. So, I interjected 

and became part of the conversation. 

Alpha is the first stepping stone on my journey back to God. I am proud 

of myself for stepping outside of my comfort zone and taking that first 

step. I still have a long way to go, but I know now that I am heading in 

the right direction and I am not alone. He is with me. I went looking 

for healing, and I found it. 

My Alpha group was comprised of individuals with amazing stories, 

each in a different place in their faith journey. They each taught me so 

much. I believe that God puts people in our paths to guide us and to 

teach us. Its amazing to see how relationships with others can shape 

your own path. I often reflect on my time at Alpha and draw on the 

things they have taught me. Especially when times are tough. I have 

so much love and respect for each of them.

Would you recommend Alpha to someone exploring faith, new 
to faith, etc?
Absolutely. It is such a wonderful place to start. Go with an open mind 

and open heart. Know that you are not alone. You will find someone 

who can relate, or offer encouragement or just be a friend. I believe that 

through Alpha and the people I have met, I am safely on my journey 

back to God. I am not perfect. I will falter. I will doubt. But I also know 

that I am loved and I am not alone. 
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I AM GROWING
Cyprien Musengimana

Hey Cyprien, glad to have you sharing your story with us today.  
Just take a moment and introduce yourself and your family to 
us, and where you are from originally.
My name is Cyprien Musengimana. I am married and my wife’s name 

is Jeanne. Together, we have three children - William, Josiane, and 

Aline.  I am originally from Rutshuru, Democratic Republic of Congo.

 

When did you first arrive in St. John’s? How did you first get 
connected to Bethesda? How long has Bethesda been your home 
church?
I, along with my family, arrived in St. John’s on March 16, 2017. We 

got connected to Bethesda through our social worker. We have been 

attending Bethesda for over two years now.

Some time ago, we launched our Discipleship Path, which is 
all about the key ways to become a disciple of Christ: Follow 
Christ, Grow Deeper, Serve Others, Give Generously, and Live 
Missionally (Live the Mission of Jesus).  In terms of following 
Jesus, did you grow up going to church? When did you give your 
life to Christ? 
I grew up in a family that was Catholic. I accepted Jesus Christ as my 

Savior in 1997 where I was baptized in a Pentecostal church.

We believe that the best spiritual growth happens in community.  
To grow deeper, we encourage people to regularly attend on 
Sunday, become a member, and join a small group.  Did you 
recently become a member of Bethesda? Why was becoming a 

member of Bethesda important to you? 
Yes, my wife and I recently became members of Bethesda. I believe it 

is important because by becoming a member, I became a part of our 

church. Also, being a member of Bethesda makes me feel like Bethesda 

is my home.

Also, how did you first get connected to a small group? I know 
that you are a small group leader as well.  Tell us when you 
started leading a small group and how that group has grown 
since then.
I started leading a small group in July of 2017.  We started when we 

were moving from one house to another. Over time, our small group 

grew, and so we decided to divide the group into two small groups. 

One small group of six families meets at Mary Kissinger’s home. The 

second small group of eleven families meets at Bethesda, following the 

service, once a month. We opened another small group in Mount Pearl 

and we meet twice a month at Paul Hiscock’s home.

  

I know that you have plugged in and are serving at Bethesda. 
What areas are you currently serving in? Do you think serving is 
an essential part of discipleship (being a disciple of Jesus)? Why?
My wife and I serve on our First Impressions Team as a Greeter and an 

Usher.  We also serve on Friday afternoons with our Cleaning Team and 

clean the church. Added to that, we also serve by serving communion. 

I believe to be a disciple of Christ we need to serve because it follows 

Jesus’ example who came to serve, not to be served.

Our mission is to see people far from God become fully devoted 
followers of Christ.  How would you encourage someone in their 
faith journey to take the next step in their faith? 
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PASSAGE: John 15:1-11

QUICK REVIEW
This Sunday, Pastor Bruce helped us understand that to be a believer 

at Bethesda, we need to abide in Jesus.  Staying connected to Jesus it 

the only way we will take the next step in our faith and grow deeper 

as a follower of Christ.  The deeper we are connected to Christ, the 

deeper our faith becomes.

PRAYER 

Open your group with prayer. You can ask if someone in your group 

would like to pray this week.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
Did you grow up going to church? If not, when did you start having an 

interest in going to church?  How did you get connected to Bethesda? 

LET’S GO DEEPER
1. What it one takeaway from this week’s message? What stood out 

to you the most? Why?

2. Which part of our Discipleship Path (Follow Christ, Grow Deeper, 

Serve Others, Give Generously, Live Missionally) connects to where 

you are at this point in your life? Why? What do you think is your 

next step?

3. Jesus revealed the only way we will bear fruit (make an impact, 

reveal Christ to others, etc.), as Christians is by staying connected 

to Him. In what ways are you connected to Jesus?  How can you 

connect to Jesus deeper?

OUR CONNECTION STORY: Cyprien Usengimana
In our magazine, we read about the story of Cyprien.  He, and his family, 

came to Bethesda a few years ago as refugees.  It’s not easy coming to 

a brand-new nation, learning a brand-new language, starting life over 

again.  Yet he embraced it with humility and absolute trust in Christ.  

He embraced it recognizing the importance of getting connected to 

community of faith.  And so, he, along with his family, started attending 

the services regularly, started serving, joined a small group, led his own 

group and launched two more groups, became a member of Bethesda, 

and actively seeks to lead others to Christ.  He understands what being 

a disciple of Christ is all about – Following Jesus, Growing Deeper, 

Serving Others, Giving Generously, and Living the Missions. By his 

life and example, he says to us what Paul once said to others – Follow 

me as I follow Christ.

TAKE IT HOME
1. Are you able confidently, yet humbly, to invite others to follow your 

example as you follow Christ’s example? 

2. What is one active step you can take this week to grow deeper in 

your faith?

3. Do you have anything that you would like your group to pray for?

FOR FURTHER STUDY
Read (Scripture): Matthew 16:24-27; Colossians 2:6-7; 2 Timothy 3:16-

17; Psalms 119:105-107; James 1:22-25; Matthew 20:25-28; Ephesians 

4:11-13; Hebrews 10:23-25; Luke 6:38; 2 Corinthians 9:7-9; Matthew 

28:18-20

Read (Books): The Divine Mentor (Cordeiro); The Principle of the Path 

(Stanley); The Cost of Discipleship (Bonhoeffer); Didn’t See it Coming 

(Nieuwhof); The Blessed Life (Morris); Multiply (Chan)

Sermon Discussion Guide - September 22nd, 2019

I am
“Live in me. Make your home in me just as I do in you. 
In the same way that a branch can’t bear grapes by 
itself but only by being joined to the vine, you can’t 
bear fruit unless you are joined with me.”
– John 15:4-6 (MSG)

GROWING.

I would encourage them to continue the way of faith that he/she 

has started and to trust God who helps us take the next step in our 

faith. I would also encourage them to let nothing move them and give 

themselves fully to the work of the Lord (1 Cor.15:58), to be patient 

and stand firm in Christ (James 5:7-8), and to realize that the Lord will 

reward them for what they do for Him (Rev. 22:12).
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INTERVIEW WITH
JIM CROCKWELL
MacMorran Community Centre

Could you tell us a little about yourself, what you do, and how 
you’re involved in the community?
My name is Jim Crockwell. I am Executive Director of the MacMorran 

Community Centre for the past 11 years.  I have a Masters in Recreation 

Management. Previous to this position all of my work has been in the 

non-profit sector, in a community development capacity. All this work 

has been working with individuals in low income neighbourhoods. I 

have been involved in the planning and implementation of programs 

and services aimed at assisting these families to help with various 

challenges and build capacity. 

What are some of the ways MacMorran Community Centre 
serves the community?
The MacMorran Community Centre is mandated to provide social, 

educational, recreation, health and employment services to the 

neighbourhood of Brophy Place/ Blackwood and surrounding area. 

Given this, the community centre provides a wide range of programs and 

services which range from food banks, public health services, parents 

and tots, after school and youth programs, seniors and supportive 

counselling. The Centre had been in operation now for the 35 years, 

providing these valuable programs and services. 

How important are volunteers and organizational partnerships 
in the work of MacMorran?
Volunteers and partners are critical to the programs and services 

we offer. The Centre only receives a limited amount of core funding 

and there is no way it can offer what it does with that funding alone. 

Volunteers have been critical to assist with programs, serving on 

committees, and running the food bank. We have about 40 volunteers 

whose work is invaluable. Partners are also most important to the 

Centre. Those partners range from funding partners that resource 

programs to service delivery partners that operate in the Centre to 

deliver day to day services. Also, many other partners like Bethesda that 

assist with community service projects and funding to support outreach 

initiatives. It is quite obvious that without partners and volunteers, 

we would not exist. 

What are some of the ‘wins’ that keep you going? 
My motivation for this job is definitely the day to day difference you 

can make. The everyday interactions with individuals and that human 

connection, whether it’s investing in a child’s life through an after-

school program or supporting families to find resources or advocate 

for them in navigating the system. The other motivation factor is 

the diversity of the position. Every day there are new challenges, 

successes, the ability or opportunity to work with partners, and create 

new programs and initiatives. We are also very fortunate to have a great 

team on staff that makes doing the work that much better.

We are so appreciative of the work MacMorran does for our 
community. How does Bethesda’s partnership help support the 
work you are doing moving forward?
As indicated Bethesda has been a great partner over the years. Their 

outreach to our community has been terrific. From assisting with school 

supplies for our children’s back-to-school event, providing financial 

resources to outreach services in the community, or funding that 

supports the food bank. These are great contributions in helping us 

do what we do. One of the more incredible pieces of work was the “For 
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PASSAGE: Luke: 10:25-37

QUICK REVIEW
This Sunday, Pastor Justin’s message unpacked how we can have 

continued influence in our city by being FOR our city. Also, how it’s 

important as individuals to build relationships with our neighbors and 

how to do good in the context of those relationships.

PRAYER 

Open your group with prayer. You can ask if someone in your group 

would like to pray this week.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
Do you have a story about a time you had the opportunity to serve others 

in a tangible way with a “no-strings-attached” generosity? Share about 

it. How did it make you feel?

LET’S GO DEEPER
1. What is one takeaway from this week’s message? What challenged 

you the most?

2. What does it mean to you that a church is “FOR” the community?

3. Why do you think it’s important for the church to intersect with 

other community groups/organizations?

4. Jesus exemplified what it truly means to be FOR you (like the Good 

Samaritan). How has his example challenged you in how you view 

and treat others, especially those who are not “like you”.

OUR CONNECTION STORY: Jim Crockwell
In our magazine, we read about the work that MacMorran Community 

Centre does in our local community. Jim has been involved in serving 

the community for many years, and highlights the importance that 

partnerships and relationships have in helping those who are in need. At 

Bethesda, we have been intentional about building these relationships in 

the community with MacMorran and others for the last number of years.

TAKE IT HOME
1. What will you do to intentionally build meaningful relationships 

with a neighbor?

2. What is one active step you can take this week to grow deeper in 

your faith?

3. Do you have anything that you would like your group to pray for?

FOR FURTHER STUDY
Read (Scripture): 2 Corinthians 9:6-8; Acts 20:35; 1 Timothy 6:17-19; 

Proverbs 11:25; 1 John 3:17; Hebrews 13:16

Read (Books): Love Does (Goff); Crazy Love (Chan); The Purpose Driven 

Life: What on Earth am I Here For? (Warren); The Cost of Discipleship 

(Bonhoeffer); Irresistible: Reclaiming the New that Jesus Unleashed 

for the World (Stanley)

Sermon Discussion Guide - September 29th, 2019

I am
“He answered, ‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind; and, ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’”  – Luke 10:27 (NIV)

FOR.

St. John’s” project undertaken by the church, in which volunteers spent 

a day at the Centre and totally refinished our main office space. They 

covered the cost of materials and with volunteers from the church 

handled all the labour. Just a wonderful project and amazing help to us. 

We hope going forward that we continue to have this partnership with 

Bethesda because they truly support what we do, and really understand 

what outreach is all about. 
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It was a tumultuous time in the history of Israel. The Jewish 
people once again had lost the governance of their land and 
were under the rule of an egotistical Persian king. The king, 
Xerxes, sought a new bride following the banishment of his 
last. This search generated a contest of beauty among the 
young women of Persia. A faithful Jewish man, Mordecai, was 
a fatherly guardian to his cousin Esther, and he brought her 
to become one of the young women that the king would choose 
from for his new bride. To protect her, Mordecai had forbidden 
Esther to reveal her Jewish faith and during the preparation 
process she was favoured by the Kings servant. When the king 
met her, she won his favour and he set a crown upon her brow 
and called her queen.

Queen Esther continued in private devotion to her faith, and 
she was obedient to the instruction of Mordecai. When a plot 
was hatched to destroy the Jewish people in Persia, Mordecai, in 
great distress, petitioned Esther to step forward, to embrace her 
purpose in ‘such a time as this’ to petition the King to change 
his mind. It was risky, it was a plan that would likely end with 
her death. Esther asked Mordecai to fast, and she petitioned 
him to have all the Jewish people fast and pray for her. 

And then, faithful and cautious, confident of her identity as 
a Jewish woman, trusting Mordecai and God’s great power, 
Esther risked her own life to petition the King to protect and 
empower the Jewish people. King Xerxes, appalled by an edict 
that would jeopardize the safety of his Queen and the people 
she loved, granted her requests. He empowered the Jewish 
people, and he raised Mordecai to a position of honour as 

second in command. 
- Paraphrased from the Book of Esther

I AM DEVOTED 
When we consider what it means to be devoted, we can find some hints 

in the story of the Jewish people during this crucial juncture in their 

history. We find individuals, devoted to their faith and the power of 

God, in seasons requiring great leadership! The risks were enormous - if 

Esther and Mordecai had failed, the Jewish faith may not have survived. 

If Esther and Mordecai had allowed their fears to be greater than their 

faith, they would not have made such bold moves. 

We can confidently determine that it’s Mordecai’s devotion to his 

faith and confidence in God that fueled him forward with confidence. 

Thankfully, Mordecai knew that Esther’s purpose went beyond mere 

survival, he also knew that their dedication to God and their faith 

would lead them into opportunities to bring hope and freedom to many. 

Mordecai showed tremendous leadership qualities before he was 

acknowledged by the King and placed in a position to lead many. 

Mordecai first led one - Esther. It was Esther’s devotion to her faith 

as well as her devotion to Mordecai that enabled her to see hope and 

potential beyond the present circumstances. 

Individually, we can be inspired by the trust, faith and risks of Esther 

and Mordecai in their devotion. We can be affirmed in our devotion to 

be a part of what God is doing in St. John’s, the Avalon and our world by 

knowing that both Esther and Mordecai began their stories in humble 

beginnings but concluded their stories with tremendous triumph and 

influence! 
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PASSAGE: The Book of Esther or Esther 1-8.

QUICK REVIEW
This Sunday, Pastor Bruce’s message unfolded what it means for 

us to be devoted and invested in what God’s doing in these current 

moments of our lives and church. We have individual opportunities 

and opportunities as a church family to take steps of devotion.

PRAYER 

Open your group with prayer. You could receive individual requests from 

those in the room and take a moment to pray for each other’s needs.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
Devoted may mean a lot of things to different individuals. When you 

think of devotion what comes to mind? Do you have a story of someone 

in your life that lived this sort of devotedness out in a really inspiring 

way?

Devotion is directly tied to investment, yet though this term often 

reminds us of financial investment it’s actually more versatile than 

just that. Investment includes time, money, prayers, energy, having 

enough faith to take risks for your faith, etc. How are some ways that 

we can be invested in what God is doing? 

LET’S GO DEEPER
1. What is one takeaway from this week’s message? What challenged 

you the most?

2. What does it mean to you to be devoted/invested in God’s work?

3. Why do you think it’s important for individuals (and the church) 

to make decisions based on faith and not fear? 

4. Share a time that you or someone you love stepped out and made 

a decision in faith that would have been easier to make based on 

fear instead. How did it go?

OUR CONNECTION STORY: Esther & Mordecai
This week (in addition to the sermon message of Pastor Bruce), we 

have brought to you the story of Esther and Mordecai, so that we can 

be encouraged by their story of humble beginnings, and the risks they 

took based on faith in and devotion to God. Their investment saved the 

Jewish people from the evil plans of Haman.

TAKE IT HOME
1. Is there an area in your life where God is calling you to be more 

devoted/invested?

2. What is one active step you can take this week to grow deeper in 

your faith?

3. Do you have anything that you would like your group to pray for?

FOR FURTHER STUDY
Watch: ‘What If’ Video; http://bit.ly/bethesdafaith

Read (Scripture): Matthew 19:26; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8; Jeremiah 29:11; 

Psalm 96:1-4; Joshua 1:9; Romans 15:13

Read (Books): It’s Not About Me (Lucado); Crazy Love (Chan); The 

Purpose Driven Life: What on Earth am I Here For? (Warren)

Sermon Discussion Guide - October 6th, 2019

I am
“Where there is no vision, the people perish…”  
– Proverbs 29:18a (KJV)

DEVOTED.

WE ARE DEVOTED 
As a church, we are devoted to God. In faith and trust we are actively 

seeking His direction. We are devoted to fostering stronger community 

among us. We are devoted to helping individuals discover Christ and 

His great love for them. We are devoted to being FOR the community 

that surrounds us. 

During this ministry season we are stepping forward into the unfamiliar 

that requires faith.  Bethesda isn’t unfamiliar to stepping out in faith, 

from its humble beginnings on Aldershot Street to this current building, 

history records people believing in and stepping out in faith to support 

what God was doing.  As this fall unfolds, we will be assessing a number 

of areas to get a thorough understanding of where our needs are.  Would 

you, like Esther and Mordecai, join us as we are inspired by their trust, 

faith, and risk and devote ourselves to whatever God has in store for 

us…for such a time as this?!



11      E N G A G E

ZAWADI BIHUMU 
INTERVIEW
Hi Zawadi, would you take a moment to introduce yourself and 
your children to us, and tell us where you are from originally?
My name is Zawadi Bihumu, and I am from Congo. I am the mom of 

five children and grandmother of one. Their names are Musa, Divine, 

Bahati, Ushindi, Volonte and my grandson Samuel who is Bahati’s son.

What were the circumstances for you to come to Canada?  When 
did you first arrive in St. John’s? How did you first get connected 
to Bethesda? 
I came because there was war in my country and I got a chance to 

escape death because I was in danger. But, God saved me from danger 

in Congo to Uganda where I lived for three years, and then to St. John’s, 

as a refugee. I arrived in St. John’s on December 12, 2012.

When we came, I was living with a family. I was a believer and attended 

the Pentecostal Church in Congo. I come from a Christian family. My 

father was a pastor. I was serving God. I asked where I could find a 

Pentecostal Church, and Clements, who came to visit us, introduced me 

to Bethesda. Even though I did not know the language, my heart and 

faith pushed me to go to Bethesda. I have attended Bethesda ever since. 

And now I understand why God pushed me to stay at Bethesda because 

it is where I found my miracles. I have the pastors and some members 

of the church who love me and did not get tired of me, people like 

Valerie, who was a friend from the beginning until now and Lloydetta, 

Shirley, Gloria, Elsie, Kasongo and the people at Prayer Meetings and 

many, many more. 

Are there any updates on the status of your children? If so, is 
there a plan to bring them to Canada?
My children arrived in St. John’s on August 14th, 2019. There should 

be all of them here but we continue to pray for Ushindi to join us. He 

has been missing for over a year now, and I continue to pray for him.

Being a believer does not mean that troubles will not come, or 
that life will be easy, but it means that when troubles come, we 
have the presence of God with us, giving us strength and helping 
us day by day. During the last several years of being separated 
from your children, and presumably becoming a widow, how 
has God shown his presence, grace, and faithfulness to you?
He showed His presence because when I called on Him, He answered all 

my prayers. I received my first miracle in the church when I was ready 

to leave the world (die). That was the first miracle. I still remember all 

the people in the Prayer Meeting who prayed for me. God used Pastor 

Justin for me to receive my first miracle of healing. I cannot count how 

many times God has come through for me, but if I am still alive it is 

not because of my strength, but because of God’s miracle. God saved 

my children and has brought them to be with me in St John’s. It is only 

by His grace and faithfulness that they now are with me in Canada.

What would you say to someone going through a challenging 
situation? How can you use what God has done in your life to 
impact others?  
I trust God and I have been a person of prayer my whole life. My faith 

can teach some people how God is because I have this testimony. Even 

in the bad times and the good times you have to trust God and still 

pray in faith because nothing is impossible with God.
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PASSAGE: Titus 3:3-7, 2 Corinthians 12:9, 
Ephesians 2:5

QUICK REVIEW
This Sunday, we learned that because God so freely pours His grace out 

into our lives, we can, in turn, be a grace filled church which lives out 

and exemplifies grace filled lives. 

PRAYER 

Open your group with prayer. You can ask if someone if your group 

would like to pray this week. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
We cannot earn God’s grace. God lavishes our lives with His grace; 

sometimes in surprising and unexpected ways. Share about a time that 

you have experienced God’s grace. What are some of the highlights 

from that experience?

LET’S GO DEEPER
1. What is one takeaway from this week’s message? What challenged 

you the most? 

2. How can living out a grace-filled life impact your relationships, 

your workplace, your family? 

3. How could our community change if we exude the type of grace 

that God has shown us? 

OUR CONNECTION STORY: Zawadi Bihumu
In our magazine we read about Zawadi who experienced God’s grace in 

an incredible way. She has encountered many difficult situations in her 

life; yet she continued to believe that God would come through for her 

and her family. Zawadi said, “It is only by His grace and faithfulness 

that they [her family] are now with me in Canada.” God was at work, 

and even when things may have felt hopeless, God provided a miracle. 

Her story encourages us and instills a sense of hope - God is a God of 

Grace and nothing is impossible with Him. 

TAKE IT HOME
1. What are some ways you can exemplify the kind of grace you have 

experienced? 

2. Can you think of situation in your life that is in need of an infusion 

of grace?

3. Do you have any prayer requests for your group?

FOR FURTHER STUDY
Read (Scripture): Romans 3:23-27, Romans 5:12-21, Ephesians 2:4-10, 

Acts 15:11

Read (Books): The Grace of God (Stanley); The Ragamuffin Gospel 

(Manning); The Case for Grace (Strobel); Grace (Lucado)

Sermon Discussion Guide - October 6th, 2019

I am
But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for 
my power in made perfect in weakness.” 
- 2 Corinthians 12:9a (NIV)

GRACE-FILLED.
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September 18 - City Tots Kick Off 
October 2 - City Tots
October 10 - City Kids Kick Off 
October 16 - City Tots
October 24 - City Kids
October 30 - City Tots
November 7 - City Kids
November 13 - City Tots
November 21 - City Kids CLOSING
November 27 - City Tots CLOSING

Important Dates

For more information, visit 
bethesda.ca/kids.





www.bethesda.ca

COMMUNITY
BLOCK PARTIES

SEPTEMBER 22/3-5pm
Visit forstjohns.ca for more information.


